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Semi Truck Roll Over Collision Blocks I-5

On March 18, 2006, at approximately 4:47 AM, Trooper Brian Ashley responded to a
Semi Truck and Trailer roll over collision blocking southbound I-5 just north of the
Vader/Toledo exit (Milepost 60).

Ashley arrived to the scene observing the Semi truck hanging over the center concrete
wall blocking the northbound I-5 left lane with concrete debris from the wall blocking the
right lane. The Semi’s trailer was laying on its right-side blocking both southbound
lanes. Ashley observed a Dodge Durango pinned under the semi trailer.

The investigation revealed that the 2001 Freightliner semi pulling a trailer driven by
Gurmit Singh, a 33 year resident of Kent, was traveling southbound I-5 in the right lane.
Singh apparently fell asleep drifting to the right going off the road into a grassy area.
Singh over corrected back to the left causing the Freightliner to lose control crossing
both southbound lanes before it collided and climbed the center concrete wall. The
Freightliner came to rest hanging over the top of the concrete wall blocking the left
northbound I-5 lane. The impact with the concrete wall caused concrete debris to block
the right northbound lane as well. The semi trailer loaded with furniture rolled onto its
right-side blocking both southbound lanes along with the right shoulder.

Seconds later a 2002 Dodge Durango driven by Derek R. Harris, a 34 year old resident
of Olympia, saw a cloud of dust caused by the Freightliner’s collision. Harris hit his
brakes hard sliding into the semi trailer pinning his Dodge under the trailer.

Singh and Harris were not injured in the collision.

I-5 in both directions was block for approximately 1 % hours before the northbound
traffic was able to get through the scene by using the right shoulder. The southbound
traffic was detoured off the Winlock exit (Milepost 63) coming back on at the
Vader/Toledo on ramp (Milepost 60).



At approximately 5:50 AM, the Washington State Department of Transportation arrived
assisting with traffic control and clearing the roadway debris.

At approximately 6:45 AM, the Freightliner and trailer were dragged to the right still
blocking the right lane and shoulder opening the left lane for southbound traffic.

There are 4 to 5 sections of the center concrete wall needing to be replaced, so the left
lane on northbound I-5 will remain closed until approximately 12:00 PM.

At 9:00 AM, the traffic back up north and southbound on I-5 was approximately 2 to 3
miles.

Singh was issued a citation for Negligent Driving in the 2" Degree.
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